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Virtual Conference
Welcome to CAEP 2021, our first
virtual conference. It is still hard to
fathom the enormous toll the
pandemic has taken on our world
and profession, but as we write this
message, there is hope on the
horizon. Through it all, our
colleagues across the country have
shown remarkable imperturbability
and adaptability, traits which define
our specialty and are reflected in
our conference logo and tagline:
CAEP at the Forks: Rising to the
Challenge . These traits also
describe our proud host city of
Winnipeg and its people, who must
deal with surges of their own on a
regular basis. Allow us to tell you a
bit more.
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The Forks Historic Site

Every year, the waters of the rivers
rise with the spring melt, sometimes
overflowing their banks and flooding
the surrounding plains. With climate
change, ‘once-in-a-century’ floods
seem to happen more often,
challenge our resilience and make us
think carefully about the future.

In our EM world, a once-in-a-century
pandemic has flooded us in its own
way, straining our resources and
capacity to respond to a threat, the
likes of which none of us has seen in
our careers. The logo portrays the
convergence of the 2 rivers in
‘negative space’ at the bottom,
representing the origin of the
floodwaters. Those waters have been
transformed from threat to strength,
as they now rise to colour the 3
structures that shape positive space
on the image.

Rising to the
Challenge

CAEP at
the Forks: 

Portage and Main is perhaps
Winnipeg’s most famous
intersection, but The Forks is our
most historically important one.
Dating back 6000 years, the
confluence of the Assiniboine and
Red Rivers has a rich history of
Indigenous settlement and
exchange between cultures,
continuing to this day.
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Human
Rights

Museum
CMHR Tower of Hope
On the right is the silhouette of the
Canadian Museum of Human Rights
(CMHR), which rises from darkness and
slowly winds its way upwards,
culminating in a gleaming “Tower of
Hope”. Throughout the conference, you
will have the opportunity to virtually
tour this architectural wonder inspired
by the wings of a dove, the first
national museum built in Canada
since the ‘60s.

Esplanade Riel Bridge
The middle structure is the magnificent
Esplanade Riel, a bridge spanning the
rivers and joining Winnipeg’s French
quarter with the city centre. It
symbolically bridges the gap between
cultures and is named after Louis Riel,
one of Canada’s most important Metis
leaders. The cables, angling outward
on each side of the centre spire,
symbolize CAEP’s commitment to reach
out widely, connecting and supporting
all who share our mission to provide
excellence in emergency medicine.

The Historic Forks
The tower on the left of the logo is
at the actual site of the historic
Forks Market, and represents a
marketplace of ideas and human
interaction that we hope will
define this conference, despite its
virtual format. On top of the Forks
Market tower flies the Canadian
flag, representing our role as a
national voice for emergency
medicine in Canada.
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Hope is on the Horizon

CAEP is committed to equity, diversity and
inclusivity in all its endeavours and the images
on our logo are reminders of that promise. The
Forks is located on ancestral lands, in Treaty 1
Territory. Over the years, we have faced many
challenges in providing the best emergency
care possible to all Canadians and we are still
learning about the challenges some of our
patients face in accessing equitable care. This
conference will be an important step in rising
upwards and achieving the promise of all three
structures on our logo, a promise perhaps most
powerfully conveyed by the Tower of Hope.

Our talented planning committee, with
representation throughout Canada, has
organized an innovative, inspiring and
captivating program. Our virtual format has
afforded us the opportunity to recruit speakers
from all over the world, far exceeding anything
that would have been possible in the past. We
hope you consider joining us in June for a
unique journey of education, innovation and
hope. Let’s rise to the challenge!

Sincerely,

Alecs Chochinov MD FRCPC
CAEP 2021 Conference Chair

Tamara McColl MD FRCPC
CAEP 2021 Scientific Chair

Rise Together

June 15-17, 2021
https://caepconference.ca


